
 

FOUR GOSPEL REVIEW 
 
2nd Tim 2:15 “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 
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CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS 
 

Christian apologetics (Greek: ἀπολογία, "verbal defence, speech in defence") is a field 
of Christian theology that presents reasoned basis for Christianity, defending the 
religion against objections. 
Christian apologetics have taken many forms over the centuries, starting with Paul the 
Apostle in the early church and Patristic writers such as Origen, Augustine of Hippo, 
Justin Martyr and Tertullian, then continuing with writers such as Thomas Aquinas and 
Anselm of Canterbury during Scholasticism. Blaise Pascal was active before and during 
the Age of Enlightenment, and in the modern period Christianity was defended through 
the efforts of many authors such as G.K. Chesterton and C.S. Lewis. In contemporary 
times Christianity has been defended through the work of figures such as  Richard 
Swinburne ,  J. P. Moreland ,  Ravi Zacharias ,  Robert Hutchinson ,  John Lennox ,  Doug 
Wilson ,  Lee Strobel ,  Francis Collins ,  Henry M. Morris ,  Alister McGrath ,  Ken Ham ,  Alvin 
Plantinga ,  Frank Turek  and  William Lane Craig . 

Apologetics have based their defense of Christianity on historical evidence, 
philosophical arguments, scientific evidence, and arguments from other disciplines.  
Recommended Christian Apologetic resources:  

http://michaeljkruger.com/ 

https://carm.org/    (excellent) 

http://creation.com/ 

http://www.apologetics.org/   (C.S.Lewis) 

http://www.leestrobel.com/ 

http://www.icr.org/ 

http://www.johnlennox.org/ 

http://www.henrymorris3.com/ 

http://alistermcgrath.weebly.com/ 

https://answersingenesis.org/ 

http://alwaysbeready.com/ 
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GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 
 
Background on the Gospel of Matthew 
 
Though the book does not bear his name, early Christian tradition is unanimous in 
affirming that Matthew was the inspired author of the first Gospel account. 
Matthew Levi was a Jew who had been called from his position as a tax collector to 
become an apostle of Jesus Christ (Matthew 9:9). There are indications within the book 
that the author was very familiar with finances. There are more references to money in 
this account than in the other three Gospel records. The selection of Matthew was a 
courageous move on the Lord’s part, for tax collectors were a despised class. 
The purpose of the Gospel of Matthew is twofold: First, it is an apologetic, i.e., a 
defense of the proposition that Jesus is the promised Messiah of Old Testament 
prophecy. It was penned especially to convince the Jews of this fact. 
It is no surprise, therefore, that this divine writer relied so heavily on Old Testament 
Scripture to establish his case. Matthew has about fifty direct quotations from the Old 
Testament; in addition there are some seventy-five allusions to Old Testament events. 
This would constitute powerful evidence to the Hebrew people, who viewed the Old 
Testament as a revelation from God. 
It also would be important to the Jews to learn that the Messiah was about to initiate his 
reign, and so Matthew called attention to that kingdom in more than thirty-five passages. 
He likewise identified Jesus as the promised “son of David” (nine times). 
Second, the book was doubtless intended as a message of encouragement to Jewish 
Christians. While it is true that the Jews had crucified their own Messiah, there was still 
hope for the seed of Abraham. Whereas the physical nation would have to pay a 
horrible price for its rebellion, i.e., the destruction of Jerusalem, nevertheless a new 
Israel was in the making—the church (cf. 21:43; Romans 2:28, 29)—and every Hebrew 
who obeyed Christ could be a part of that fresh system (Galatians 3:26-29). 
While Matthew carefully discusses the miraculous works of Christ (he lists twenty 
miracles—three of which are peculiar to his book), he gives a predominant interest to 
the Master’s words. He records a number of the Savior’s major speeches (e.g., the 
Sermon on the Mount in chapters five through seven and the Olivet Discourse in 
chapter twenty-four). 
Even though Matthew’s thrust is decidedly Jewish, he is also aware of the fact that the 
Gentiles have an appointed place in the kingdom of God. Accordingly, he attempts to 
condition Hebrew thinking with this concept. He alludes to those who will come from 
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afar to sit with the patriarchs in the kingdom of heaven (8:11), and he plainly declares 
that the Gentiles have hope in the name of Christ (12:21). And Matthew’s account of the 
Great Commission is universal in its scope. 
 
Gospel of Matthew (click on question for answer) (requires Internet connection) 

● 1:16, Why are there different genealogies for Jesus in Matt. & Luke? 

● 2:23, Did the OT prophecy Jesus coming from Nazareth? 

● 4:5-8, Where did the devil take Jesus first? 

● 4:18-19, Where did Jesus first meet Simon Peter and Andrew? 

● 5:16, Should or should we not let our good works be seen? 

● 5:17, Did Jesus abolish the Law or not? 

● 5:22, Can we call someone a fool or not? 

● 6:1-4, Should or should we not let our good works be seen? 

● 6:9-13, Who did Jesus tell the Lord's Prayer to? 

● 8:5-13, Who brought the Centurion's request to Jesus? 

● 8:28, How many men came out to meet Jesus in Gerasene? 

● 8:28, Did Jesus meet the demoniacs in Gerasene or Gaderene? 

● 9:9, Was the tax collector named Matthew or Levi? 

● 9:18, Was Jairus' daughter alive or dead when he came to Jesus? 

● 10:2-4, Why are the lists of disciples different? 

● 10:9-10, Did Jesus tell His disciples to take a staff or not? 

● 10:34, Did Jesus come to bring peace or not? 

● 11:2-3, When did John find out Jesus was the Messiah? 

● 11:13-14, Was John the Baptist really Elijah? 

● 12:31, Can you be forgiven of all sins or not? 

● 12:40, How long was Jesus dead in the tomb? 

● 13:31, Is the mustard seed the smallest of all seeds? 

● 17:1, After how many days did Jesus take the three up the mountain? 

● 19:16-21, Are we saved by grace or works? 
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● 20:20-21, Who made the request to sit beside Jesus in His kingdom? 

● 20:29-30, How many blind men did Jesus meet when leaving Jericho? 

● 21:2-7, Were one or two animals brought to Jesus? 

● 21:12, Did Jesus cleanse the Temple once or twice? 

● 21:19, Did the tree that Jesus cursed wither immediately or overnight? 

● 23:3, 5, Should or should we not let our good works be seen? 

● 23:9, Can we call anyone "father" besides God, including our parents? 

● 23:17, Can we call someone a fool or not? 

● 24:36, If Jesus is God, why did He not know the hour of His return? 

● 24:36, If the Holy Spirit is God, why didn't He know the time of Christ's return? 

● 26:34-35, Did the cock crow once or twice before Peter's third denial? 

● 26:74-75, Did the cock crow once or twice before Peter's third denial? 

● 26:47, Who arrested Jesus? 

● 26:57, Who did Jesus see first upon His arrest, Annas or Caiaphas? 

● 27:3-8, How did Judas die: by hanging or falling? 

● 27:7, Who bought the Potter's Field: Judas or the Jews? 

● 27:28,31, Was the robe of Jesus scarlet or purple? 

● 27:31-32, Did Jesus or Simon of Cyrene carry the cross? 

● 27:34, Was the vinegar given to Jesus mingled with gall or myrrh? 

● 27:37, What was written on the sign on the cross? 

● 27:46, What are the last words of Jesus on the cross? 

● 27:55-56, Were the women close or far from the cross? 

● 28:8, Did or did not the women tell what happened about the tomb? 

● 28:9, Who saw Jesus first after the resurrection? 

● 28:1, How long was Jesus dead in the tomb? 

● 28:2, How many men or angels appeared at the tomb? 

● 28:6-7, What did the angels tell Mary at the empty tomb? 
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Personal Notes: 
 
Healings by Jesus were evident during His ministry and His disciples witnessed the 
healings 
 

Matt: 20:28 “Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life a ransom for many.” 
 
 
"What does it mean that Jesus is the Son of Man?" 
 

Answer: Jesus is referred to as the “Son of Man” 88 times in the New Testament. A first 
meaning of the phrase “Son of Man” is as a reference to the prophecy of Daniel 
7:13-14, “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, 
coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into 
his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations 
and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that 
will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.” The 
description “Son of Man” was a Messianic title. Jesus is the One who was given 
dominion and glory and a kingdom. When Jesus used this phrase, He was assigning 
the Son of Man prophecy to Himself. The Jews of that era would have been intimately 
familiar with the phrase and to whom it referred. Jesus was proclaiming Himself as the 
Messiah. 
 

A second meaning of the phrase “Son of Man” is that Jesus was truly a human being. 
God called the prophet Ezekiel “son of man” 93 times. God was simply calling Ezekiel a 
human being. A son of a man is a man. Jesus was fully God (John 1:1), but He was 
also a human being (John 1:14). First John 4:2 tells us, “This is how you can recognize 
the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh 
is from God.” Yes, Jesus was the Son of God—He was in His essence God. Yes, Jesus 
was also the Son of Man—He was in His essence a human being. In summary, the 
phrase “Son of Man” indicates that Jesus is the Messiah and that He is truly a human 
being. 
 
Jesus gave his disciples power to heal and deliver freedom from demons during His 
ministry (some kinds require prayer and fasting). 
Both Judas (betrayed), Peter (denied) and Thomas (doubted) would have been given 
these powers. 
Forgiveness to those who sin against us is not an option  if we want our sins to be 
forgiven by our Heavenly Father. If someone sins against us and asks to be forgiven, 
we must forgive them from our hearts. How many times, Jesus said 70 X 7 e.g. 
continually.. 
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God's righteousness is at a much higher level than man's idea of right or wrong and 
surpasses even the Law of the Old Testament. Check out Matt Chapter 5. 
Five loaves and two fish (plus 7 loaves and some small fishes) take what you have, 
bless it and give it to the need and the need shall be met, with abundance. 
Honour father and mother: giving to God does not free one from honouring your father 
and mother. Verbal Tradition versus written Commandment. See Pharisees below. 
Peter, James and John saw Jesus transfigured with Moses and Elias (Elijah) and heard 
God the Father confirm Jesus was his beloved Son and said for them to hear Him. Prior 
to Jesus dying on the cross. 
Rock- acknowledgement, truth, foundation : Jesus is The Son of God 
Bind: hold accountable. Loose: forgive. 
Reconciliation: if asked to forgive, we are to forgive from the heart 
 
Matt 27:45-46, "Now from the sixth hour darkness fell upon all the land until the ninth 
hour. 46 and about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, 
lama sabachthani?" that is, "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" See Psalm 
22:1, 11-18 
 
2 Cor 5:21 says, "He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him." It is possible that at some moment on the 
cross when Jesus became sin on our behalf, that God the Father--in a sense--turned 
His back upon the Son. It says that in Hab. 1:13 that God is too pure to look upon evil. 
Therefore, it is possible that when Jesus bore our sins in His body on the cross (1 Pet. 
2:24), that the Father, spiritually, turned away. At that time, the Son may have cried out. 
 
12 Apostles to judge the 12 tribes of Israel during regeneration. 
Graves opened and saints rose from the dead, appeared in the Holy City, AFTER the 
resurrection and seen by many. 
 
 
Question: are demons still a reality today? Yes. 
Today, in our society, there is a fundamental denial of the existence of spiritual entities 
such as Angels, demons, Satan and a living loving God that you can come to know and 
love as witnessed to by Jesus, the Son of God and the inspired authors of the New 
Testament. Deception is a powerful tool that Satan uses to close the path to salvation 
for many. However, there are some qualified  psychiatrists  who have no doubt as to the 
existence of demons. See this link: 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2016/07/01/as-a-psychiatrist-i-diagnose
-mental-illness-and-sometimes-demonic-possession/?utm_term=.112b502914ee 
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The God Factor. The same Bible that presents the inception and continuation of sin 
and evil also presents God as One who is holy, righteous, and perfect in all His ways 
and who hates evil (Deuteronomy 32:3–4). He is sovereign, omnipotent, and in control. 
He has no potential successful rival (Isaiah 41:4, 43:13; Revelation 4:11). Evil did not 
rise up apart from His control; otherwise, He would not be God. 

It seems best to say that God, for good reasons, allowed evil to come into being. 
Believers confess that God is the Author of a plan, a perfect plan, that included allowing 
His creatures to choose to sin (Isaiah 45:7; Acts 14:16). His ultimate good purpose must 
be best served by such a plan. 

Perhaps He allowed angels to sin so that He might give a concrete example of the 
wretchedness and degradation of sin. Perhaps He used the test to gain a group of 
angels to serve Him from choice and love while others fell. By this means He could 
show in specific form His hatred and judgment of sin, as in Pharaoh’s case (Romans 
9:17–18). We would never know the magnitude of God’s grace in preserving most of the 
angels and in the costly redemption of unworthy, sinful man. The price of our 
redemption is the death of the eternal Son of God, who became our God-man 
Redeemer. 

The Angel Factor. Satan was the lead angel, but in pride he deliberately chose to sin 
against his Creator. The responsibility falls on him, not on God in any way. The angels 
who joined Satan planned their rebellion despite all they knew of the greatness and 
goodness of God. 

Moreover, Scripture reveals that God is sovereign over these evil spirits and has always 
limited the expression of their sin and its devastating effects. He allows it for only a finite 
time between Satan’s fall and His coming judgment. Further, He controls the magnitude 
of Satan’s evil even within that time frame (Psalm 11:4–7, 96:1–13; Romans 2:1–16). 

The Judgment Factor. God in His righteousness has condemned sin in the fullest 
sense. He has judged it throughout human history. He also judged it in awesome 
dimensions in the sacrifice of His eternal Son, a sacrificial punishment more than all 
creatures combined could ever suffer. Ultimately, God will forever punish Satan, his 
demonic hordes, and all other evildoers in the lake of fire, and He will banish sin forever 
from the universe when He makes all things new in the new heavens and earth 
(Revelation 20:10–15, 21:4–5). 

So scripture guarantees that God is in full control of His creation; He did not 
cause evil, and He will judge all evil. 
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Demons Through the Ages 
 
Demons have always opposed God, His purposes, and His people. In the Old 
Testament days, demons brought attacks against God’s nation, Israel. Demons also 
oppose the Church, Christ’s body. 

They promote false doctrine and divisions, they produce false teachers and followers, 
and they incite persecution. No other religion of the world receives such opposition and 
deadly persecution. Satan and demons hate the Messiah—the Creator who became the 
Savior—and anyone who follows Him. 

Satan and demons have not faded from the scene. They continue their evil activity. 
Their activity is more blatant in some places than others, but their presence is still 
experienced worldwide. The Bible warns that their activity will reach new heights in the 
future. The pinnacle of satanic activity will be embodied in Antichrist and his program (2 
Thessalonians 2:9). However, Satan and his fallen angels will ultimately be defeated, 
and God will throw Satan and his angels into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:7–10; 
Matthew 25:41). 

God will create new heavens and a new earth in which believers will enjoy His presence 
and provisions forever. Throughout eternal ages, righteousness will permanently rule on 
earth (2 Peter 3:13); and Satan, demons, and human evildoers will be forever punished. 
By God’s goodness and grace, those who place their trust in Christ will enjoy a 
wonderful world where there are no more fears, tears, pains, or deaths. There will be no 
recycling of evil. Evil will be forever banished (Revelation 21–22). 
 
 
Question: Was our world created by chance or by intelligent design? 
 
What is intelligent design? 
Intelligent design refers to a scientific research program as well as a community of 
scientists, philosophers and other scholars who seek evidence of design in nature. The 
theory of intelligent design holds that certain features of the universe and of living things 
are best explained by an intelligent cause, not an undirected process such as natural 
selection. Through the study and analysis of a system's components, a design theorist 
is able to determine whether various natural structures are the product of chance, 
natural law, intelligent design, or some combination thereof. Such research is conducted 
by observing the types of information produced when intelligent agents act. Scientists 
then seek to find objects which have those same types of informational properties which 
we commonly know come from intelligence. Intelligent design has applied these 
scientific methods to detect design in irreducibly complex biological structures, the 
complex and specified information content in DNA, the life-sustaining physical 
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architecture of the universe, and the geologically rapid origin of biological diversity in the 
fossil record during the Cambrian explosion approximately 530 million years ago.  
 
Intelligent Design Resources: http://www.intelligentdesign.org/resources.php 
 
Intelligent Design Documentary: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tzj8iXiVDT8 
 
If designed by an intelligence, is there a witness to who the designer is? Has the 
designer given us a testimony? What validates this witness as being authentic? 
 
 
Differences between Christianity and other world religions. 
 
All religions are basically the same, right? How could Christianity be any different? 
No matter how each religion gets there, the end result is usually the same: there is a 
higher power or force of some kind; human life is valuable; peace is better than 
violence; something happens after we die; and so on. There may be some 
contradictions in the details, but most religions hold these same general truths. 
Many world religions have a creation story, a flood story, a rescued-people story, and so 
forth. There’s also usually some kind of key person in each religion. Imperfect as people 
are, each religion presents the case for at least one person who “did it right.” This 
person is the model; everyone else is supposed to strive to become like them. In fact, 
each major world religion is even similar in the fact that it declares itself unique in some 
way. 
So how could Christianity really  be much different from other religions? 
Well, the radical claims of Christianity truly do set it apart. Because of these bizarre 
claims, Christianity can be viewed as either ridiculously unbelievable or something to be 
seriously considered. 
As the famous atheist-turned-Christian C. S. Lewis once stated: “Christianity is a 
statement which, if false, is of no importance, and, if true, is of infinite importance. The 
one thing it cannot be is moderately important.” 

 
The primary difference between Christianity and all other religions is rooted in the 
differences between Jesus and other religious leaders. 
 
Almost no one denies that Jesus of Nazareth was a real person who lived two thousand 
years ago, so the issue is not about Jesus’ existence. We must look at what Jesus 
claimed, for it is his claims that ignite debates about him. 
Unlike other spiritual leaders, Jesus openly declared that he was one with God, 
according to the earliest Christian writers. To see him, Jesus said, is to see God the 
Father. Jesus went about forgiving sins—something only God could do—performing 
miracles, and healing the sick. 
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For these and other reasons, the earliest followers of Jesus began to think of him as 
more than a human being. They began to believe his claim of divinity, and these 
Jesus-followers began to maintain that he was indeed God in the flesh. 
Those of other (or no) faiths may accept that Jesus was a good man, a wise prophet, 
and even that he died at the hands of his enemies. Only Christians, however, believe 
that Jesus was not only good and wise but also fully human and fully divine. These 
beliefs were reinforced by the reports of his resurrection. Thus, Christians today are 
convinced that Jesus’ life and claims have cosmic implications. 

Implications for Now and Later 
Christians say that the most profound of these implications lies in the issue of salvation. 
Salvation, as taught by many of the world’s religions, is a type of deliverance from the 
physical and spiritual adversity of the world, as well as a rescuing from suffering or 
punishment in the afterlife. 
Buddhists believe that to reach Nirvana, a transcendental state of bliss, a person must 
follow the Noble Eightfold Path. This process of personal effort and discipline will end 
suffering for the individual. Hindus believe that one reaches Moksha—freedom from this 
world and the cycle of death and reincarnation—by practicing self-sacrifice, meditation, 
and certain levels of self-realization. Muslims believe that Allah grants Paradise to those 
who live a life of moral uprightness, using the Five Pillars as basic guidelines. 
This is another area in which Christians depart from the norm. In essence, other 
religions state, “You need to do these things and live this way in order to earn your 
way to salvation.” But Christianity says, “What needs to happen in order for you 
to know God and receive salvation has already been done for you by Jesus 
Christ.” 
At its core, Christianity is the joyful good news that Jesus lived and died to open the 
way to God for each of us. In this act, Jesus saved us from the consequence of our 
sins—eternal isolation from God—and began to offer us instead forgiveness and eternal 
life in relationship with God. 
Christianity says that Jesus has done everything necessary for people to have the kind 
of relationship with God that leads to peace in the present and hope for the future. For 
many, this seems too good to be true. 

Doing Good 
Many atheists, agnostics, deists, and devout followers of other religions are very good 
people. They live good lives and do good things. They are honorable people, and their 
contributions to humanity across religions and borders are much needed. 
But if we are honest with ourselves, we all sometimes do things we regret; we all make 
mistakes; we all suffer from egocentric selfishness; we all fail. And what if this “good 
outweighs the bad” mentality isn’t enough? 
According to Christianity, God took the pressure off us by sending Jesus to live a 
perfect life for us. In Christian understanding, salvation is a gift: “for it is by grace you 
have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.”10 
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For Christians, Jesus is more than a teacher or a role model. He is the means by which 
people can find freedom from their burdens and baggage and make real changes that 
improve their lives and the lives of those they love. Christians believe that because 
salvation is already available to those who believe, sheer joy in that realization and 
thankfulness for a personal relationship with God prompt right actions and righteous 
living as described in the Bible. 
The Christian does this from a position of gratitude, faith, and humility—not burden or 
obligation. In one sense, it is the purest form of motivation, because the actions are not 
being done for personal gain. The reward has already been given. 
 
The Gospel 
The personal claims of Jesus and the espoused implications of his life, death, and 
resurrection stand in distinct contrast to other religions. This is what Christians through 
the years have called the gospel—which literally means “good news.” The gospel of 
Jesus is the good news that everything has already been done for you. No other religion 
makes that kind of upfront gospel promise. 
Incredible? Yes. Hard to believe? It certainly can be. But, because it is true, it is also 
profoundly important.  
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 THE BIBLE 
 

 
 
There is more evidence for the Bible’s authenticity than for any literature of antiquity. 
Textual analysis begins with historical investigation, beginning with the latest documents 
and working backward. As evidence develops, the data is evaluated against other 
sources. The record is then checked for consistency of information, and the claims are 
analyzed as if it were a legal case, looking for credible testimony with 
cross-examination. There is an enormous amount of evidence for authenticity of the 
biblical manuscripts. 

The New Testament was written in first century A.D. There are some 20,000 
manuscripts in existence. The earliest textual evidence we have was copied 100 years 
after the original. In contrast: 

● Caesar’s Gallic Wars  was written in the first century B.C. There are only 10 
manuscripts in existence. The earliest textual evidence we have was copied 
1,000 years after the original. 
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● Aristotle’s Poetics  was written in the fourth century B.C. There are only 5 
manuscripts in existence. The earliest textual evidence we have was copied 
1,400 years after the original. 

There are many more writings of the Church Fathers quoting sections of Scripture; we 
could reconstruct the entire New Testament from their writings alone. There were 
millions of man-hours spent in cross-checking the manuscripts. There remains only 1 
percent of all New Testament words about which questions still exist; no questionable 
passage contradicts any Bible teaching. 

The Old Testament has been more accurately transmitted to us than any other ancient 
writing of comparable age. The textual evidence is greater for both the Old and New 
Testaments than any other historically reliable ancient document. The ancient scribes 
were very meticulous. There were only 1,200 variant readings in A.D. 500. 

The Masorites produced an official text in A.D. 500. There are other versions that 
confirm the accuracy of the Masoritic Text. 

● Samaritan Pentateuch: 400 B.C. 
● Septuagint Greek: 280 B.C. 
● Dead Sea Scrolls: 0 A.D. 
● Latin Vulgate: 400 A.D. 

The quotations from pre-Christian writing confirm the text. The New Testament accepts 
the Old Testament as authentic, confirming the traditional authors, quoting from at least 
320 different passages, and confirming the supernatural events cited in the Old 
Testament. 

3 external evidences that this book is truly a miracle book: 

1. The miracle of its origination 

This book is really a library of books…66 in all. These 66 books were written over a                 
period of 1600 years. 

● They were written by 40 different men, 
● from 13 different countries 
● 3 different continents… 

and yet it all comes together as a literary masterpiece, with one central theme. That’s a                
miracle…with a divine Author overseeing the whole thing! 

Those 40 men came from a variety of backgrounds: 

● doctors, 
● fishermen, 
● shepherds, 
● soldiers, 
● kings, princes 
● some were rich, some were poor 
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● educated, uneducated… 

…if we were to take 40 men from this room today, and let’s say they were all equal in social                    
standing, education, and background: if we put them all in a room together, the 40 of them                 
probably couldn’t ALL agree on any one thing, much less everything! And yet, God’s Word               
stands without contradiction! And they all write about the same central focus, Jesus Christ. 

 

The Bible covers a variety of subjects: 

● Origin of universe 
● creation of man 
● beginning of sin 
● divine principles of government 
● rise and history of Israel 
● incarnation of Christ 
● institution of the church 
● evangelization of the world 

Yet, with all of this variety, with all of these colors making its light, with a thousand                 
threads weaving its tapestry, there is one theme from beginning to end: Jesus Christ,              
and the redemption of mankind. 

● Genesis: seed of woman Gen. 3:15 
● Exodus: passover lamb 
● Leviticus: high priest 
● Numbers: pillar of cloud by day, fire by night 
● And we could go on and on… 

 

2. The miracle of its preservation 

No less amazing than the Bible’s origination, is it’s preservation. 
“forever, O Lord, Thy Word is settled in heaven” scripture says. 
The Bible is not the “book of the month”, it’s the book of the Ages!!! 
No book has been the object of more attacks, more scorn than the Bible. 
No book has ever been despised and rejected like the Word of God. 
It’s been burned, ridiculed, outlawed, but amazingly, the more it is attacked, the more it 
multiplies! 

Voltaire in his day said, “in 100 years the Bible will be a forgotten book, only to be found                   
in museums.” 100 years later, Voltaire was dead, and his house was purchased by the               
Geneva Bible Society for the printing and distribution of Bibles! 
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Many a man has preached the funeral of the Bible, only to find out that the corpse                 
outlives the pallbearers! 

John Cummings said, “the empire of Caesar is gone, but the Word of God still survives,                
the legions of Rome are moldring in the dust, but the Word of God still survives, the                 
avalanches that Napoleon heaped upon Europe have melted away, but the Word of             
God still survives, the pride of the Pharoahs has fallen, but the Word of God still                
survives. Tradition has dug for it a grave. Many a Judas has betrayed it with a kiss.                 
Many a Demas has forsaken it, but the Bible still survives!” 

3. The miracle of its circulation 

No book has been circulated like the Bible. By far the #1 seller of all time. Many people                  
have given their lives for the cause of circulating the Word of God. The Gideon’s are just                 
1 organization doing this, and each year they distribute over 80 million Bibles             
worldwide…and there are many who still risk their lives to smuggle the Bible into              
countries whose leaders forbid its distribution. 

John Wycliffe gave his life to translating the Bible from Latin to English, against the               
wishes of the pope, by the way. (Wycliffe had spoken out against the pope that he was                 
not infallible) After his death, the church actually dug up his bones and burned them,               
and threw the ashes into the Thames River…what a beautiful picture, though, of what              
he did for the Bible, for the river carried his ashes to the ocean, and ocean currents                 
spread them over the world, and everywhere that waves lap the shore, the Word of God                
has been distributed. 

Internal Evidence 

1. Scientific Accuracy 

The Bible revealed scientific facts hundreds and thousands of years before science            
learned about them. 

While it is true that the Bible is not primarily a science book, not a text book designed to                   
speak to your mind, but rather a love letter to speak to your heart, we should remember                 
that the God of salvation is the God of creation…and when the Bible does speak on                
scientific matters, it speaks with complete authority and absolute certainty and           
accuracy. 

Every once in awhile you’ll hear about modern science disagreeing with the Bible. What              
should we do when this happens? Be patient, and give science time to catch up!               
Science has always needed to catch up with the Bible. Some examples: 
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Medicine: 

As recently as 1600 doctors and scientists still believed that many ailments and             
diseases were a result of the human body having too much blood. 

But now, science knows, it’s the blood that fights diseases, brings nourishment, repairs             
tissue, promotes growth. If only they had read Lev. 17:11, “the life of the flesh is in the                  
blood.” 

The Plague 

14th Century – black plague decimated the population in Europe, as 1 in 4 people died! 

It wasn’t the scientists/doctors who brought the plague under control, it was the church. The               
church applied a principle to the situation that was unheard of in that day, but which we take for                   
granted today…quarantine! Lev. 13:46 

46 He shall be unclean. All the days he has the sore he shall be unclean. He is unclean, and                    
he shall dwell alone; his dwelling  shall be  outside the camp. 

People in Moses’ day didn’t know anything about microbiology. They didn’t know what a germ or                
virus was! But God gave them the principle of quarantine. 

Hand Washing 

1800’s – physician in Vienna named Semovice, in charge of a hospital there pregnant              
women were coming in for routine exams immediately after exams, many of them were              
dying of infection. Semovice noticed that doctors were entering the OB area from all              
other areas of the hospital, including the morgue, without washing their hands – he              
made it a rule the doctors had a fit!  “this is ridiculous, it will slow us down!” 

The medical field today knows to wash up, but only because science has caught up with                
the Bible in this area. 

Thousands of years ago, Moses said in Numbers 19 

14 ‘This is the law when a man dies in a tent: All who come into the tent and all who are                      
in the tent shall be unclean seven days; 15 and every open vessel, which has no cover                 
fastened on it, is unclean. 16 Whoever in the open field touches one who is slain by a                  
sword or who has died, or a bone of a man, or a grave, shall be unclean seven days. 

17 ‘And for an unclean person they shall take some of the ashes of the heifer burnt for                  
purification from sin, and running water shall be put on them in a vessel. 18 A clean                 
person shall take hyssop and dip it in the water, sprinkle it on the tent, on all the                  
vessels, on the persons who were there, or on the one who touched a bone, the slain,                 
the dead, or a grave. 19 The clean person shall sprinkle the unclean on the third day and                  
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on the seventh day; and on the seventh day he shall purify himself, wash his clothes,                
and bathe in water; and at evening he shall be clean. 

Principles here: quarantine, washing with water, changing clothes, time interval for           
bacteria to die 

How did Moses know these things? “All scripture is given by inspiration of God.” 

So far we’ve been looking at the medical field, and all the verses we’ve looked at so far                  
are from the Pentateuch, the first 5 books of the Bible, written down by Moses. Where                
was Moses from? Egypt! 

Egypt was the leader in the medical trade in those days. The ancient Egyptians were               
considered to be brilliant in the area of medicine. Archaeologists found a medical book              
in 1855, “Papyrus Eburs”: a comprehensive book containing virtually all the medical info             
they had in the time in which Moses lived. Some of the info it contained were simply                 
outlandish. 

● “to prevent the hair from turning grey, you anoint your head with blood of a               
black cat boiled in oil, or with the fat of a rattlesnake” 

● baldness: “apply a mixture of 6 fats, namely those of the snake, to             
strengthen it, anoint with the tooth of a donkey, crushed in honey.” 

● Another cure: soak head in persimmon juice 
● Other remedies include donkey’s dung, lizard’s blood, swine’s teeth, rotten          

meat, moisture from pig’s ears, fly excretion 

This is from the brilliant ancient Egyptians, in whose schools Moses was educated. I’m              
glad in Moses’ writings we don’t find these instructions! I’m glad that when you read the                
dietary code sanitary code Moses wrote down, you find the highest standards            
anywhere, and without medical contradiction…why? Because all scripture is given by           
inspiration! 

Scientific Fact or Principle Bible reference Date of discovery by man 
Air has weight Job 28:25 16th Century 
The Earth is round Isaiah 40:22 15th Century 
Oceans have natural paths in them Psalms 8:8 1854 
Both man and woman possess the seed of life Genesis 3:15 17th Century 
There is a place void of stars in the North Job 26:7 19th Century 
Earth is held in place by invisible forces Job 26:7 1650 
Taxonomic classification of matter Genesis 1 1735 
Certain animals carry diseases harmful to man Leviticus 11 16th Century 
Early diagnosis of leprosy Leviticus 13 17th Century 
Quarantine for disease control Leviticus 13 17th Century 
Blood of animals carries diseases Leviticus 17 17th Century 
Blood is necessary for life Leviticus 17:11 19th Century 
Earth was in nebular form initially Genesis 1:2 1911 
Most seaworthy ship design ratio is 30:5:3 Genesis 6 1860 
Light is a particle and has mass (a photon) Job 38:19 1932 
Radio astronomy (stars give off signals) Job 38:7 1945 
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Oceans contain fresh water springs Job 38:16 1920 
Snow has material value Job 38:22 1905, 1966 
Infinite number of stars exist Genesis 15:5 1940 
Dust is important to survival Isaiah 40:12 1935 
Hubert Spencer's scientific principles Genesis 1 1820 
Light can be split up into component colors Job 38:24 1650 
Matter is made up of invisible particles Romans 1:20 20th Century 
Plants use sunlight to manufacture food Job 8:16 1920 
Arcturus and other stars move through space Job 38:32 19th Century 
Water cycle Ecclesiastes 1:7 17th Century 
Life originated in the sea Genesis 1 19th Century 
Lightning and thunder are related Job 38:25 19th Century 
Human beings were the last living things created Genesis 1 15th Century 
 

Astronomy: 

We take for granted that the earth is suspended in space, hanging from nothing. Ancient               
Egyptians believed and taught that the earth was supported by 5 marble pillars. 

● Greeks believed earth rested on the shoulders of the god Atlas. 
● Hindus believed earth rested on the backs of elephants, when they shook,            

that was an earthquake…and the elephants rested on the back of a huge             
tortoise, which was on top of a coiled serpent in the midst of a cosmic sea. 

Job said in the oldest of Biblical writings: 

Job 26 

He stretches out the north over empty space; 

He hangs the earth on nothing. 

That was a radical thought until just a few hundred years ago. How did Job know that                 
perhaps 8000 years ago? All scripture is given by inspiration! 

Nobody believed the earth was round until 1492. “Columbus, you’re gonna sail off the              
end of the earth…but 700 years before Christ, Isaiah said that God “sits upon the circle                
of the earth.” Circle in heb. Means globe or sphere.  Is 40:22 

Number of Stars 

150 B.C., Astronomer named Hipparchus laid down his pencil and smiled, “it’s done”!             
He believed he had counted all the stars in the sky. 1,022! That was the number used in                  
Universities for 250 years. Then Ptolemy came along and laughed, 1,022, that’s            
ridiculous, there’s 1,026! He found 4 more! And that was science for 1,300 years. Then               
Galileo came along with his invention, the first crude telescope, he looked thru it for the                
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first time, and gasped. We know now that there are billions and billions of stars in each                 
of the galaxies, which are innumerable! 

What did the Bible say long before any of them were even born? 

Jer. 33 

22 As the host of heaven cannot be numbered 

God said to Abraham, your seed will be innumerable, (then used an illustration) like the               
stars of heaven. 

Historical Accuracy: 

Biblical Archaeology Resource: http://www.biblewalks.com/index.html 

Moses 

The Bible records the fact that Moses wrote the first 5 books of the Bible, and Jesus                 
verified that in the NT. For many years, unbelieving historians laughed at the thought              
that Moses wrote the Pentateuch. ‘that’s impossible’, they said, for there was no written              
language when Moses lived! Archaeologists continued their work, and in 1887 in N.             
Egypt 300 clay tablets were unearthed, we know them as the “tel-el-armana” tablets.             
What were they? Letters and business transactions between Egypt and Palestine, dated            
centuries before Moses was even born. And now it has been proven not only did they                
have a written language, they had a postal service! 

Daniel 

Remember the story in the book of Daniel of Belshazzar seeing the handwriting on the               
wall? For centuries history mocked that story as mythology, stating that they have the              
Babylonian records, which show that the last king of Babylon was NOT Belshazzar, but              
was Nabonitis. As a matter of fact, they say, we have no record anywhere that any                
Belshazzar ever lived! 

One day a clay tablet was found by archaeologists which revealed the truth: Nabonitis              
was the father of Belshazzar, and they were co-regents, ruling together! Nabonitis            
traveled the world, his son ruled the kingdom. Now we have a better understanding of               
Daniel 5:16 

16 And I have heard of you, that you can give interpretations and explain enigmas. Now                
if you can read the writing and make known to me its interpretation, you shall be clothed                 
with purple and have a chain of gold around your neck, and shall be the third ruler in the                   
kingdom.” 
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What if that tablet had never been found? Should we doubt the Bible, no! But isn’t it                 
terrific how God makes His truth known, often times with an exclamation point tacked              
onto the end! 

Luke 

Late 1800’s. early 1900’s Sir William Ramsey was a well-known archaeologist and            
historian. He was professor of humanities at Aberdeen University. He was considered to             
be the world’s most eminent scholar on Asia-Minor, and it’s geography and history. He              
read the book of Acts and said, 

“the book of Acts is a highly imaginative and carefully colored account of primitive              
Christianity” (in essence, “of my knowledge of history, I have no respect for Luke as a                
historian”) 

Then he went to the middle east for the express purpose of proving the Bible wrong in                 
its history. He came home and wrote the book, “Luke, the beloved physician” in which               
he proclaimed Dr. Luke to be one of the world’s foremost historians. 

Here’s a quote from Sir William Ramsey…this was after looking carefully at the             
evidence: 

“I take the view that Luke’s history is unsurpassed in its trustworthiness. You may press               
the words of Luke in a degree beyond any other historian, and they will stand the                
keenest scrutiny, and the harshest treatment.” 

Prophetic Accuracy 

No book in history has dared to predict the future to the degree the Bible has, without                 
being proven wrong. 

For the sake of time, let’s narrow it down to just the prophecies that dealt with the                 
coming of Christ, 2000 years ago. 

Over 300 direct prophecies in question, like, 

● Is. 7:14 He would be born of a virgin Lk. 1:7 it happened! 
● Micah 5:2 born in Bethlehem Lk. 2:4 that happened! 
● Gen. 49:10 born of tribe of Judah Mt. 3:3 that happened! 
● Psalm 78:2 speak in parables Mt. 13:34 that happened! 
● Zech. 9:9 ride on colt of a donkey Mt. 21 that happened! 
● Is. 61 heal broken-hearted Lk. 4:18 that happened! 
● Is. 53:3 rejected by own Jn. 1:11 that happened! 
● Is. 53:7 stand silent before accusers Mk. 15:5 that happened!’ 
● Ps. 22:18 cast lots for His robe Jn. 19:23 that happened! 
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● Ps. 22 (hundreds of years before crucifixion ever invented or thought of)            
prophets said they would pierce His hands and feet, and it happened! 

● Ps. 22:1 “my God, why forsaken me?” Mt. 27:46 that happened! 
● v. 5 tongue cleave to jaw Mt. 26:15 that happened! 
● Zech. 11:2 sold by enemies for 30 silver Mt. 26:15 that happened! 
● Is. 53:9 buried w/ rich Mt. 27 that happened! 

One skeptic said, “certainly this is the most striking coincidence of details.” 

Dr. Charles Ryrie points out that, by the law of chance, it would require 2 hundred billion                 
earths, each populated with four billion people, to come up with one person who could               
achieve one hundred accurate prophecies without any errors in sequence. But, in            
Christ’s coming alone, there were not one hundred, but over 300 prophecies fulfilled!             
And that’s just the tip of the iceberg, the prophecies dealing with  His first coming! 

Here is an illustration – cover the state of Texas with twenty cents piece, half a metre                 
deep, mark the back of 1 of them with an X. Fly a man in and drop him anywhere you                    
want in the state, blindfold him, and ask him to find that quarter with the X first try!                  
That’s the same chance of just 8 of the Bible’s prophecies being fulfilled by coincidence! 
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 GOSPEL OF MARK 

Map of Jerusalem 

 
Background on the Gospel of Mark 
 
Mark was the son of a woman named Mary (Acts 12:12) and the cousin of the 
evangelist Barnabas (Colossians 4:10). Apparently, Mark had a close relationship 
with Peter (1 Peter 5:13), and there is considerable evidence that he wrote his 
Gospel account under the influence of that apostle. 
The Gospel of Mark is remarkably different from that of Matthew. A survey of the 
information in this book reveals that it is for a non-Jewish audience. The writer has to 
explain Hebrew traditions (7:2-4) and Palestinian conditions (11:13). 
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The Latinisms within the book indicate that he was writing for Roman readers (see 
12:42, where Mark converts the Greek “two mites” [lepta] into the Roman “a farthing” 
[kodrantes] [cf. 5:9; 15:16]). This, of course, explains why Mark does not appeal to the 
Old Testament as profusely (only nineteen times) as did Matthew. 
His narrative was likely written to encourage Christians in Rome who were feeling the 
effects of tribulation for the cause of Christ. He mentions persecution as the cost of 
discipleship at a point where both Matthew and Luke, in parallel contexts, refrained from 
using that term (10:30). 
Whereas Matthew emphasized the words of the Lord, Mark, while recording only one 
major sermon (13:3-37), underscores Christ’s deeds. He characterizes Jesus as a 
servant who came to do the Father’s will—and, servant-like, he did so with great 
urgency. Mark uses the servant’s word, euthus (“immediately”), fourteen times in 
describing the activities of the Savior. 
Mark is a strong advocate of the fact that Jesus is the Son of God. To that end, he 
records the testimony of God (1:11; 9:7), the Lord himself (13:32; 14:61, 62), the 
demons (3:11; 5:7), and the Roman centurion involved in the crucifixion (15:39). 
Approximately forty percent of this shortest gospel account is devoted to the Lord’s final 
journey to Jerusalem and the events that culminated with his death (10:32ff). 
 
The Gospel of Mark (click question for answer) (requires Internet connection) 
 

● 1:7-13, What did Jesus do after being baptized by John the Baptist? 

● 2:14, Was the tax collector named Matthew or Levi? 

● 3:13-19, Why are the lists of disciples different? 

● 3:29, Can you be forgiven of all sins or not? 

● 4:30, Is the mustard seed the smallest of all seeds? 

● 5:1-2, How many men came out to meet Jesus in Gerasene? 

● 5:1-2, Did Jesus meet the demoniacs in Gerasene or Gaderene? 

● 5:23, Was Jairus' daughter alive or dead when he came to Jesus? 

● 6:8, Did Jesus tell His disciples to take a staff or not? 

● 9:2, After how many days did Jesus take the three up the mountain? 

● 9:50, Did Jesus come to bring peace or not? 

● 11:2-7, Were one or two animals brought to Jesus? 

● 10:35-37, Who made the request to sit beside Jesus in His kingdom? 
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● 10:46-47, How many blind men did Jesus meet when leaving Jericho? 

● 11:11-12, 15-16, On which day did Jesus cleanse the Temple? 

● 11:14, 20, Did the tree that Jesus cursed wither at once or overnight? 

● 13:32, If Jesus is God why did He not know the hour of His return? 

● 13:32, If the Holy Spirit is God, why didn't he know the time of Christ's return? 

● 14:30, Did the cock crow once or twice before Peter's third denial? 

● 14:43, Who arrested Jesus? 

● 15:16, 20, Was the robe of Jesus scarlet or purple? 

● 15:20-21, Did Jesus or Simon of Cyrene carry the cross? 

● 15:23, Was the vinegar given to Jesus mingled with gall or myrrh? 

● 15:25, At what hour was Jesus crucified? 

● 15:26, What was written on the sign on the cross? 

● 15:34, What are the last words of Jesus on the cross? 

● 15:40, Were the women close or far from the cross? 

● 16:2, How long was Jesus dead in the tomb? 

● 16:5, How many men or angels appeared at the tomb? 

● 16:6-7, What did the angels tell Mary at the empty tomb? 

● 16:8, Did or did not the women tell what happened about the tomb? 

● 16:9, Who saw Jesus first after the resurrection? 

● 16:9-20, Is the ending of Mark Scripture or not? 

Personal Notes: 
 
Sabbath designed to teach men to rest in God, not to place the Sabbath (our Saturday) 
above men. God (personified by Jesus) is not limited by the Sabbath. 
Mystery of the kingdom of God, foolishness to those without, wisdom to those within. 
Disciples: healed the sick by anointing with oil and laying hands on. 
 
Mark 16:17-19 “ And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall 
they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; 
and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, 
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and they shall recover. So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received 
up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God.” 
 
Everyone Salted with fire (cleanse, purify): sacrifice salted with salt 
(Paraphrase) We must be seasoned and sprinkled by God, so that we may be both 
acceptable sacrifices unto him, and also so that in our being knit together we may 
season one another. 
Have faith in God. Ask in prayer, believe that it will come to pass and we will have 
what we ask for. Jesus used fig tree as example. 
 
Mount of Olives and Garden of Gethsemane 
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GOSPEL OF LUKE 
 
Background on the Gospel of Luke 
 
Luke is the solitary Gentile writer of the Bible, yet his dual books of the Gospel of Luke 
and the book of Acts constitute about one-fourth of the New Testament. 
By training he was a physician (Colossians 4:14). He joined Paul on the apostle’s 
second missionary campaign (Acts 16:10) and was with him periodically during the 
tireless preacher’s ministry (note the “we” sections in Acts). 
As with the Gospel of Mark, it is clear that Luke is writing for non-Hebrew recipients. 
He explains, for example, that Capernaum is “a city of Galilee” (4:31), that the country of 
the Gerasenes is “over against Galilee” (8:26), and that the town of Emmaus is seven 
miles from Jerusalem (24:13)—circumstances quite familiar already to Palestinians. 
Though the book is addressed to “most excellent Theophilus,” with the purpose of 
confirming the faith of this Gentile in the matters wherein he had been taught (1:3, 4), it 
is apparent that the intended audience was much wider. This is a treatise designed to 
reach the Greeks with the message of Jesus Christ. 
The Greeks were preoccupied with a consideration of man. It is not without purpose, 
therefore, that Luke focuses upon Christ as the perfect example of humanity. 
Luke’s goal in underscoring the human aspects of the Lord is revealed by the following 
factors: 

● He gives the most complete record of the Savior’s birth and childhood (chapters 
one and two). 

● The inspired historian traces Christ’s lineage all the way back to Adam, 
demonstrating Jesus’ solidarity with mankind. 

● He emphasizes many human traits of the Master, e.g., his weeping over 
Jerusalem (19:41) and his sweating great drops of blood (22:44). 

● Luke gives prominence to the prayers of Christ (a factor not unexpected in a 
consideration of the Lord’s humanity). Of the fifteen prayers of Jesus that are 
recorded in the four Gospel accounts, eleven are found in Luke’s narrative. 

Luke provides first-rate testimony for the genuineness of Jesus’ miracles. A scientist by 
profession, he had thoroughly investigated the claims of Christ’s supernatural works (he 
mentions twenty of them, six of which are unique to him), and he treats them as 
historical reality. 
Moreover, the evidence for the Lord’s virgin birth must have been overwhelming for a 
doctor to acknowledge it and argue the case as strongly as Luke did (1:26-38). 
Luke’s message is truly international in its thrust. He mentions that the angel who 
heralded Jesus’ birth brought “good tidings . . . to all the people” (2:10). He records the 
words of Simeon, who declared that the Messiah would be “a light for revelation to the 
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Gentiles” (2:32). He alone mentions God’s interest in Gentiles during the Old Testament 
era—the cases of the widow of Zarephath and Naaman (4:25-27). His account of 
Christ’s parable of the good Samaritan reveals that spiritual concern is to flow beyond 
the pale of Judaism (10:25-37). 
 
The Gospel of Luke (click question for answer) (required Internet connection) 
 

● 1:5-6, Have all people sinned or not? 

● 3:23, Why are there different genealogies for Jesus in Matt. & Luke? 

● 4:5-9, Where did the devil take Jesus first? 

● 5:27, Was the tax collector named Matthew or Levi? 

● 6:12-16, Why are the lists of disciples different? 

● 7:2-10, Who brought the Centurion's request to Jesus? 

● 7:18-22, When did John find out Jesus was the Messiah? 

● 8:26-27, How many men came out to meet Jesus in Gerasene? 

● 8:26-27, Did Jesus meet the demoniacs in Gerasene or Gaderene? 

● 9:3, Did Jesus tell His disciples to take a staff or not? 

● 9:28, After how many days did Jesus take the three up the mountain? 

● 11:1-4, Who did Jesus tell the Lord's Prayer to? 

● 13:19, Is the mustard seed the smallest of all seeds? 

● 14:26, Are we supposed to hate or not? 

● 18:35, How many blind men did Jesus meet when leaving Jericho? 

● 19:30, Were one or two animals brought to Jesus? 

● 19:45, Did Jesus cleanse the Temple on the first or second day? 

● 22:34, Did the cock crow once or twice before Peter's third denial? 

● 22:36, Did Jesus come to bring peace or not? 

● 23:26, Did Jesus or Simon of Cyrene carry the cross? 

● 23:38, What was written on the sign on the cross? 

● 23:46, What are the last words of Jesus on the cross? 

● 22:47, Who arrested Jesus? 
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● 22:60-62, Did the cock crow once or twice before Peter's third denial? 

● 23:49, Were the women close or far from the cross? 

● 24:1, How long was Jesus dead in the tomb? 

● 24:4, How many men or angels appeared at the tomb? 

● 24:5-7, What did the angels tell Mary at the empty tomb? 

● 24:9, Did or did not the women tell what happened about the tomb? 

● 24:15-18, Who saw Jesus first after the resurrection? 

Personal Notes: 
Jesus healed many and cast out many demons, people also raised from the dead. 
Healings linked to faith for some that touched him. 
Higher level of righteousness expanded upon e.g. Love your enemies etc. Being born 
again into the kingdom of God spoken about in parables. 
Chap 9: dead bury the dead, no man having put his hand to the plough and looking 
back, is fit for the kingdom of God. Hard sayings: admonishment to set course and 
follow through 
Jesus also sent out 70 disciples (2 by 2) to preach the kingdom of God, heal the sick 
and cast out demons to various cities and towns. 
Resurrection: spoken of by Jesus. End times. 
Jesus Christ is the “body” around whom the “eagles” (the Church, His faithful people) 
will congregate at the resurrection when Jesus returns to this world to rule over all the  
nations as King of Kings (Revelation 11:15,Zechariah 14:9, Revelation 5:10). 
"Wheresoever the body is, thither will the eagles be gathered together." 
And the joy of the resurrection of Jesus to the Apostles! 
Apostles to wait in Jerusalem until they receive power from on high. 
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GOSPEL OF JOHN 
 
Background on the Gospel of John 
 
John, the son of Zebedee and brother of James (Mark 1:19), was the author of the 
fourth Gospel. John was a part of that inner circle of disciples (Mark 5:37; 9:2; 14:33). 
Of all the apostles, he was closest to the Lord (John 13:23; 19:26, 27). 
This inspired record is in a class by itself. It is designed to appeal to all ethnic groups. 
Its basic purpose is to offer the evidence of certain signs which prove that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God, which facts lead to eternal life (20:30, 31). 
In presenting his case for the divine nature of Jesus, John is very selective in the 
material he includes. For example, the entire scope of Christ’s preaching ministry 
covers approximately three and one half years (as determined by the Passovers listed 
in the book [2:13; 5:1; 6:4; 13:1]), yet John deals with only slightly more than thirty days 
of that entire time. Of the twenty-one chapters, containing 722 verses, about thirty-six 
percent of the material (seven chapters of 257 verses) involves only a twenty-four hour 
period. 
Surely the abbreviated selectivity of one who was so close to his Lord is evidence of the 
fact that the Holy Spirit was guiding the production of the fourth Gospel. 
No New Testament book is stronger in arguing the case for the deity of Christ. Three 
examples of this theme will suffice: 

1. John begins his document: “In the beginning was the Word [an allusion to Christ 
(see v. 14)], and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (1:1). 

2. Near the middle of the book, the apostle has these words of Jesus: “I and the 
Father are one” (10:30)—the neuter gender numeral suggests an identity of 
nature. 

3. Finally, as the book concludes, the confession of “scientific” Thomas is recorded. 
After examining the wounds of the resurrected Lord, the once-doubting apostle 
confessed: “My Lord and my God!” (20:28). 

John’s record is characterized by a series of both word signs and work signs. The word 
signs are the famous “I am” declarations. Jesus affirmed: “I am the bread of life” (6:35), 
“the light of the world” (8:12), “the door” (10:7), “the good shepherd” (10:14), “the 
resurrection and the life” (11:25), “the way, the truth, and the life” (14:6), and “the true 
vine” (15:1). In addition, the use of the absolute “I am” in 8:58, affirms his timeless 
existence prior to the birth of Abraham. 
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Additionally, note these signs recorded by the apostle: 
● Jesus demonstrated his power over time by instantly changing water into wine 

(2:1-11). 
● He showed his control of space by healing the nobleman’s son from a distance of 

several miles away (4:46-54). 
● The Lord’s authority over infirmity was evinced by the cure of the man at the pool 

of Bethesda (5:1-18). 
● Christ was the master of matter in multiplication of the loaves and fish (6:1-14). 
● The Savior controlled the law of gravity by walking upon Galilee’s turbulent 

waves (6:16-21). 
● He reversed the effect of congenital blindness by restoring the vision of a 

sightless man (9:1-41). 
● And when Jesus called Lazarus from his tomb, he gave a preview of his power 

over death, to fully be revealed on the last day (11:1-44). 
● John’s Gospel concludes with the apostle’s eyewitness record of the resurrection 

events (20:1-29) and the miracle of the fish-laden net (21:5, 6). 
The signs of this book establish the divinity of Jesus. 
 
The Gospel of John (click question to get answer) (requires Internet connection) 
 

● 1:18, Has anyone seen God or not? 

● 1:19-21, Was John the Baptist really Elijah? 

● 1:27-40, What did Jesus do after being baptized by John the Baptist? 

● 1:29-34, When did John find out Jesus was the Messiah? 

● 1:42-43, Where did Jesus first meet Simon Peter and Andrew? 

● 3:13, Did anyone ascend into Heaven before Jesus or not? 

● 3:16, Does God hate people or love them? 

● 5:31, Was Jesus witness of Himself true or not? 

● 5:37, Has anyone seen God or not? 

● 6:46, Has anyone seen God or not? 

● 7:8, 10, Did Jesus lie and go up to the feast or not? 

● 8:14, Was Jesus witness of Himself true or not? 

● 13:38, Did the cock crow once or twice before Peter's third denial? 
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● 14:27, Did Jesus come to bring peace or not? 

● 16:33, Did Jesus come to bring peace or not? 

● 17:3, How many Gods are there, one or many? 

● 18:12, Who arrested Jesus? 

● 18:19, 24, Who did Jesus see first upon His arrest, Annas or Caiaphas? 

● 18:20, Did Jesus lie about only speaking in synagogues and the temple? 

● 19:2, 5, Was the robe of Jesus scarlet or purple? 

● 19:14-16, At what hour was Jesus crucified? 

● 19:17, Did Jesus or Simon of Cyrene carry the cross? 

● 19:19-20, What was written on the sign on the cross? 

● 19:25, Were the women close or far from the cross? 

● 19:30, What are the last words of Jesus on the cross? 

● 20:1, How long was Jesus dead in the tomb? 

● 20:1-2, 12, How many men or angels appeared at the tomb? 

● 20:13, What did the angels tell Mary at the empty tomb? 

● 20:14, Who saw Jesus first after the resurrection? 

● 20:18, Did or did not the women tell what happened about the tomb? 

Personal Notes 
Jesus baptized (via his disciples) while in Judaea 
Pool of Bethesda in Jerusalem, Jesus healed a man there on the Sabbath. 
John 10:34 "I said, Ye are gods" 
Jesus had just claimed to be the Son of God (John 10:25-30). The unbelieving Jews 
respond by charging Jesus with blasphemy, since He claimed to be God (verse 33). 
Jesus then quotes Psalm 82:6, reminding the Jews that the Law refers to mere 
men—albeit men of authority and prestige—as “gods.” Jesus’ point is this: you charge 
me with blasphemy based on my use of the title “Son of God”; yet your own Scriptures 
apply the same term to magistrates in general. If those who hold a divinely appointed 
office can be considered “gods,” how much more can the One whom God has chosen 
and sent (verses 34-36)? 
JOY, PEACE, Comforter 
Jesus is the personification of God our Heavenly Father 

32 

https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/did-jesus-come-bring-peace-or-not
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/did-jesus-come-bring-peace-or-not
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/did-jesus-come-bring-peace-or-not
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/did-jesus-come-bring-peace-or-not
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/genesis-deuteronomy/how-many-gods-are-there-one-or-many
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/genesis-deuteronomy/how-many-gods-are-there-one-or-many
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/who-arrested-jesus
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/who-arrested-jesus
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/who-did-jesus-see-first-upon-his-arrest-annas-or-caiaphas
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/who-did-jesus-see-first-upon-his-arrest-annas-or-caiaphas
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/luke-john-acts/did-jesus-lie-about-only-speaking-synagogues-and-temple
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/luke-john-acts/did-jesus-lie-about-only-speaking-synagogues-and-temple
https://carm.org/jesus-robe-scarlet-purple
https://carm.org/jesus-robe-scarlet-purple
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/what-hour-was-jesus-crucified
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/what-hour-was-jesus-crucified
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/did-jesus-or-simon-cyrene-carry-cross
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/did-jesus-or-simon-cyrene-carry-cross
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/what-was-written-sign-cross
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/what-was-written-sign-cross
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/were-women-close-or-far-cross
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/were-women-close-or-far-cross
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/crucifixion-chronology
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/crucifixion-chronology
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/how-long-was-jesus-dead-tomb
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/how-long-was-jesus-dead-tomb
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/how-many-men-or-angels-appeared-tomb
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/how-many-men-or-angels-appeared-tomb
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/what-did-angels-tell-mary
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/what-did-angels-tell-mary
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/who-saw-jesus-first
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/who-saw-jesus-first
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/did-or-did-not-women-tell-what-happened
https://carm.org/bible-difficulties/matthew-mark/did-or-did-not-women-tell-what-happened
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.25-30
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2082.6


 

What we pray for in Jesus name should bring glory to our Heavenly Father through 
Jesus name. 
John 15: 7-12 abiding in Jesus IMPORTANT ! 

 
 
 
 
400 Hundred Years of Silence between Old and New Testament. 
 
The 400 years of silence refers to the time between the Old Testament and New 
Testaments, during which God did not speak to the Jewish people. The 400 years of 
silence began with the warning that closed the Old Testament: “Behold, I am going to 
send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the 
LORD. He will restore the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the 
children to their fathers, so that I will not come and smite the land with a curse" (Malachi 
4:5-6) and ended with the coming of John the Baptist, the Messiah’s forerunner.  
 
At the time of Malachi’s warning, about 430 B.C., the Jews had returned to Palestine 
from the Babylonian captivity (as merchants, not shepherds). The Medo-Persian Empire 
still ruled Palestine, and the temple had been rebuilt. Both the Law and the priesthood 
of Aaron’s line had been restored, and the Jews had given up their worship of idols. 
Nevertheless, Malachi’s warning was not without cause. The Jewish people were 
mistreating their wives, marrying pagans and not tithing, and the priests were neglecting 
the temple and not teaching the people the ways of God. In short, the Jews were not 
honoring God. 
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In 333 B.C., Palestine fell to the Greeks, and in 323 B.C. it fell to the Egyptians. The 
Jews generally were treated well throughout those reigns, and they adopted the Greek 
language and many of the Greek customs and manners, and in Egypt the Old 
Testament was translated into Greek. That translation, the Septuagint, came into 
widespread use (and is quoted frequently in the New Testament).  
 
Jewish law and the priesthood remained more or less intact until Antiochus the Great of 
Syria captured Palestine in 204 B.C. He and his successor, Antiochus Epiphanes, 
persecuted the Jews and sold the priesthood, and in 171 B.C. Epiphanes desecrated 
the Holy of Holies. This desecration resulted in an uprising by Judas Maccabeus of the 
priestly line of Aaron, and in 165 B.C. the Jews recaptured Jerusalem and cleansed the 
temple. However, fighting continued between the Jews and the Syrians until the 
Romans gained control of Palestine in 63 B.C., at which time Pompey walked into the 
Holy of Holies, once again shocking and embittering the Jews. In 47 B.C., Caesar 
installed Antipater, a descendant of Esau, as procurator of Judea, and Antipater 
subsequently appointed his two sons as kings over Galilee and Judea.  
 
As the New Testament opens, Antipater’s son, Herod the Great, a descendant of Esau, 
was king, and the priesthood was politically motivated and not of the line of 
Aaron. Politics also resulted in the development of two major factions, the Sadducees 
and the Pharisees. The Sadducees favored the liberal attitudes and practices of the 
Greeks. They held to only the Torah as regards religion but like all aristocrats they did 
not think God should have any part in governing the nation. The Pharisees were 
conservative zealots who, with the help of the scribes, developed religious law to the 
point where the concerns and care of people were essentially meaningless. Additionally, 
synagogues, new places of worship and social activity, had sprouted up all over the 
country, and religious and civil matters were governed by the lesser and the greater 
Sanhedrins, the greater Sanhedrin being comprised of a chief priest and seventy other 
members that handed out justice, sometimes by 39 lashes administered with full force. 
 
Between the time of Malachi and the coming of the Messiah, several prophecies were 
fulfilled, including the 2,300 days of desecration between 171 and 165 B.C. (Daniel 
8:14), but neither the fulfilled prophecies nor the 400 years the nation was given to 
study Scripture, to seek God (Psalm 43-44) and to prepare for the coming Messiah, was 
put to good use. In fact, those years blinded and deafened the nation to the point where 
most of the Jews could not even consider the concept of a humble Messiah (Zechariah 
9:9; Isaiah 6:10; John 12:40).  
 
Almost two millennia have passed since the New Testament canon was completed, and 
though the Word is full of grace and truth, and though the birth, life and death of Jesus 
fulfilled a staggering array of prophecies, 
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The Pharisees: In contrast to the Sadducees, the Pharisees were mostly middle-class 
businessmen, and therefore were in contact with the common man. The Pharisees were 
held in much higher esteem by the common man than the Sadducees. Though they 
were a minority in the Sanhedrin and held a minority number of positions as priests, 
they seemed to control the decision making of the Sanhedrin far more than the 
Sadducees did, again because they had the support of the people. 
 
Religiously, they accepted the written Word as inspired by God. At the time of Christ's 
earthly ministry, this would have been what is now our Old Testament. But they also 
gave equal authority to oral tradition and attempted to defend this position by saying it 
went all the way back to Moses. Evolving over the centuries, these traditions added to 
God's Word, which is forbidden (Deuteronomy 4:2), and the Pharisees sought to strictly 
obey these traditions along with the Old Testament. The Gospels abound with examples 
of the Pharisees treating these traditions as equal to God's Word (Matthew 9:14; 15:1-9; 
23:5; 23:16, 23, Mark 7:1-23; Luke 11:42). However, they did remain true to God's Word 
in reference to certain other important doctrines. In contrast to the Sadducees, they 
believed the following: 
 
1. They believed that God controlled all things, yet decisions made by individuals also 
contributed to the course of a person's life. 
2. They believed in the resurrection of the dead (Acts 23:6). 
3. They believed in an afterlife, with appropriate reward and punishment on an individual 
basis. 
4. They believed in the existence of angels and demons (Acts 23:8). 
 
Though the Pharisees were rivals of the Sadducees, they managed to set aside their 
differences on one occasion—the trial of Christ. It was at this point that the Sadducees 
and Pharisees united to put Christ to death (Mark 14:53; 15:1; John 11:48-50). 
While the Sadducees ceased to exist after the destruction of Jerusalem, the Pharisees, 
who were more concerned with religion than politics, continued to exist. In fact, the 
Pharisees were against the rebellion that brought on Jerusalem's destruction in A.D. 70, 
and they were the first to make peace with the Romans afterward. The Pharisees were 
also responsible for the compilation of the Mishnah, an important document with 
reference to the continuation of Judaism beyond the destruction of the temple. 
 
Both the Pharisees and the Sadducees earned numerous rebukes from Jesus. Perhaps 
the best lesson we can learn from the Pharisees and Sadducees is to not be like them. 
Unlike the Sadducees, we are to believe everything the Bible says, including the 
miraculous and the afterlife. Unlike the Pharisees, we are not to treat traditions as 
having equal authority as Scripture, and we are not to allow our relationship with God to 
be reduced to a legalistic list of rules and rituals. 
 
 
The Sadducees: During the time of Christ and the New Testament era, the Sadducees 
were aristocrats. They tended to be wealthy and held powerful positions, including that 
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of chief priests and high priest, and they held the majority of the 70 seats of the ruling 
council called the Sanhedrin. They worked hard to keep the peace by agreeing with the 
decisions of Rome (Israel at this time was under Roman control), and they seemed to 
be more concerned with politics than religion. Because they were accommodating to 
Rome and were the wealthy upper class, they did not relate well to the common man, 
nor did the common man hold them in high opinion. The common man related better to 
those who belonged to the party of the Pharisees. Though the Sadducees held the 
majority of seats in the Sanhedrin, history indicates that much of the time they had to go 
along with the ideas of the Pharisaic minority, because the Pharisees were popular with 
the masses. 
 
Religiously, the Sadducees were more conservative in one main area of doctrine. The 
Pharisees gave oral tradition equal authority to the written Word of God, while the 
Sadducees considered only the written Word to be from God. The Sadducees 
preserved the authority of the written Word of God, especially the books of Moses 
(Genesis through Deuteronomy). While they could be commended for this, they 
definitely were not perfect in their doctrinal views. The following is a brief list of beliefs 
they held that contradict Scripture: 
 
1. They were extremely self-sufficient to the point of denying God's involvement in 
everyday life. 
2. They denied any resurrection of the dead (Matthew 22:23; Mark 12:18-27; Acts 23:8). 
 
3. They denied any afterlife, holding that the soul perished at death, and therefore 
denying any penalty or reward after the earthly life. 
4. They denied the existence of a spiritual world, i.e., angels and demons (Acts 23:8). 
Because the Sadducees were more concerned with politics than religion, they were 
unconcerned with Jesus until they became afraid He might bring unwanted Roman 
attention. It was at this point that the Sadducees and Pharisees united and conspired to 
put Christ to death (John 11:48-50; Mark 14:53; 15:1). Other mentions of the 
Sadducees are found in Acts 4:1 and Acts 5:17, and the Sadducees are implicated in 
the death of James by the historian Josephus (Acts 12:1-2). 
 
The Sadducees ceased to exist in A.D. 70. Since this party existed because of their 
political and priestly ties, when Rome destroyed Jerusalem and the temple in A.D. 70, 
the Sadducees were also destroyed. 
 
 
The Samaritans: 
 
The Samaritans occupied the country formerly belonging to the tribe of Ephraim and the 
half-tribe of Manasseh. The capital of the country was Samaria, formerly a large and 
splendid city. When the ten tribes were carried away into captivity to Assyria, the king of 
Assyria sent people from Cutha, Ava, Hamath, and Sepharvaim to inhabit Samaria (2 
Kings 17:24; Ezra 4:2-11). These foreigners intermarried with the Israelite population 
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that was still in and around Samaria. These “Samaritans” at first worshipped the idols of 
their own nations, but being troubled with lions, they supposed it was because they had 
not honored the God of that territory. A Jewish priest was therefore sent to them from 
Assyria to instruct them in the Jewish religion. They were instructed from the books of 
Moses, but still retained many of their idolatrous customs. The Samaritans embraced a 
religion that was a mixture of Judaism and idolatry (2 Kings 17:26-28). Because the 
Israelite inhabitants of Samaria had intermarried with the foreigners and adopted their 
idolatrous religion, Samaritans were generally considered “half-breeds” and were 
universally despised by the Jews. 
 
Additional grounds for animosity between the Israelites and Samaritans were the 
following: 
1. The Jews, after their return from Babylon, began rebuilding their temple. While 
Nehemiah was engaged in building the walls of Jerusalem, the Samaritans vigorously 
attempted to halt the undertaking (Nehemiah 6:1-14). 
2. The Samaritans built a temple for themselves on “Mount Gerizim,” which the 
Samaritans insisted was designated by Moses as the place where the nation should 
worship. Sanballat, the leader of the Samaritans, established his son-in-law, Manasses, 
as high priest. The idolatrous religion of the Samaritans thus became perpetuated. 
3. Samaria became a place of refuge for all the outlaws of Judea (Joshua 20:6-7; 
21:21). The Samaritans willingly received Jewish criminals and refugees from justice. 
The violators of the Jewish laws, and those who had been excommunicated, found 
safety for themselves in Samaria, greatly increasing the hatred which existed between 
the two nations. 
4. The Samaritans received only the five books of Moses and rejected the writings of 
the prophets and all the Jewish traditions. 
 
From these causes arose an irreconcilable difference between them, so that the Jews 
regarded the Samaritans as the worst of the human race (John 8:48) and had no 
dealings with them (John 4:9). In spite of the hatred between the Jews and the 
Samaritans, Jesus broke down the barriers between them, preaching the gospel of 
peace to the Samaritans (John 4:6-26), and the apostles later followed His example 
(Acts 8:25) 
 
Deaths of the Apostles 
 
PETER and PAUL were both martyred in Rome about 66 AD, during the persecution 
under Emperor Nero. Paul was beheaded. Peter was crucified, upside down at his 
request, since he did not feel he was worthy to die in the same manner as his Lord. 
 
ANDREW went to the "land of the man-eaters," in what is now the Soviet Union. 
Christians there claim him as the first to bring the gospel to their land. He also preached 

37 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Kings%2017.26-28
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Neh%206.1-14
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Josh%2020.6-7
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Joshua%2021.21
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%208.48
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%204.9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%204.6-26
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%208.25


in Asia Minor, modern-day Turkey, and in Greece, where he is said to have been 
crucified. 
 

"Doubting" THOMAS was probably most active in the area east of Syria. Tradition has 
him preaching as far east as India, where the ancient Marthoma Christians revere him 
as their founder. They claim that he died there when pierced through with the spears of 
four soldiers. 
 
PHILIP possibly had a powerful ministry in Carthage in North Africa and then in Asia 
Minor, where he converted the wife of a Roman proconsul. In retaliation the proconsul 
had Philip arrested and cruelly put to death. 
 
MATTHEW the tax collector and writer of a Gospel, ministered in Persia and Ethiopia. 
Some of the oldest reports say he was not martyred, while others say he was stabbed 
to death in Ethiopia. 
 
BARTHOLOMEW had widespread missionary travels attributed to him by tradition: to 
India with Thomas, back to Armenia, and also to Ethiopia and Southern Arabia. There 
are various accounts of how he met his death as a martyr for the gospel. 
 
JAMES the son of Alpheus, is one of at least three James referred to in the New 
Testament. There is some confusion as to which is which, but this James is reckoned to 
have ministered in Syria. The Jewish historian Josephus reported that he was stoned 
and then clubbed to death. 
 

SIMON THE ZEALOT, so the story goes, ministered in Persia and was killed after 
refusing to sacrifice to the sun god. 
 
MATTHIAS was the apostle chosen to replace Judas. Tradition sends him to Syria with 
Andrew and to put to death by burning. 
 
JOHN is the only one of the company generally thought to have died a natural death 
from old age. He was the leader of the church in the Ephesus area and is said to have 
taken care of Mary the mother of Jesus in his home. During Domitian's persecution in 
the middle 90's, he was exiled to the island of Patmos. There he is credited with writing 
the last book of the New Testament-- Revelation.  
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